
 

 

 

“THE P.A.W.S. PRESS” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue #4, April 2018 
 Zach Bogosian From the  

Buffalo Sabres Visits Smallwood! 
 Exhibiting positive PAWS Behavior has become the norm at Smallwood.  As an incentive for having over 
100 PAWS classroom celebrations, students were treated to an assembly on Friday, March 22, with special 
guest, Zach Bogosian, from the Buffalo Sabres.  Mr. Bogosian shared with students how PAWS connects to 
being a professional athlete.  Students were able to ask Zach questions.  The assembly concluded with a 
shoot-out against Sabretooth and the entire school winning freezie pops.  Smallwood thanks the Buffalo 
Sabres and Zach Bogosian for giving our school community a very memorable experience. 
Click here  to watch the introduction video that started our assembly.  
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Smallwood Hits the Ice! 
All third grade students were 
introduced to the Northtown 
Center in Amherst as a 
community resource to 
encourage students to adopt ice 
skating as part of their winter 
fitness routine.  Ice skating is a 
fun form of cardiovascular 
exercise which improves balance 
and builds muscles in your legs 
and core.  A trip to the rink is a 
great way to enjoy a day of family 
fitness and fun! 

  
Community Time Update: 
Third grade students learned about 
sound during their Community Time 
STEAM lesson on April 20th.  After 
receiving instruction, they participated 
in the following rotations for hands-on 
exploration of this topic: 

Making Music  - The students used the 
Scientific Process to examine and 
predict what happens to sound when 
mason jars are filled with different 
levels of water.  The students were 
given different measurements to mark 
a mason jar.  They then filled the jars 
with various amounts of water and 
were asked to tap them. Predictions 
were made ahead of time, and the 

Smallwood Drive Students Raise $1,500 for Oishei Children's 
Hospital 
Giving back to the WNY Community is an important priority at our 
school. Smallwood Drive Elementary School raised $1,500.00 for 
the new Oishei Children’s Hospital for this year’s service project.  In 
conjunction with Mrs. DiGiacomo’s enrichment classes, the 
students sold 1,216 squeezables for $1.50 each.  The squeezables 
were created and made by all the enrichment students. The sale 
was part of an economic project teaching students about 
marketing, production, quality control, and profits.  The class 
presented the check to the hospital on Thursday, April 19th.   

 
Master Chong Makes His Presences Known at SDS! 
Master Chong's World 
Class Tae Kwon Do 
program visited 
Smallwood Drive School 
and instructed a class in 
the gymnasium for each 
grade level. The day was 
filled with movement and 
smiles from the students! 
The instructors from 
Master Chong's Tae Kwon 
Do program  also offered 
an after school program for the students at Smallwood that 
consisted of 5 sessions. This innovative series of classes was 
designed not only to introduce basic martial arts but to also 
improve concentration, listening skills, cooperation and courtesy.  
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results were recorded  on a graphic 
organizer.  

Show What you Know 
An interactive computer game was 
played where students listened to 
given sounds and guessed what made 
the sound. 

This is How I Hear 
This rotation provided an ear model 
where the students labeled the parts of 
the ear and then used different 
materials such as yarn, marshmallows, 
paper, and pipe cleaners to identify the 
different parts through art creation.  

Making an Instrument 
Students measured different lengths of 
straws and glued them to cardboard in 
increasing order to make a pan flute.   

3rd Grade Students Visit Tiff Nature 
Preserve 

Mrs. Bartlett's and Mrs. Degener's 
students went on a field trip to Tifft 
Nature Preserve on Monday, March 
19th. This field trip helped to reinforce 
our unit on plant life and enhance our 
upcoming unit on animal adaptations. 
The students were able to sort animal 
habitats, observe animals preparing 

PTA Pancake Breakfast/ Art 
Show Brings Families Together 
for Great Cause! 
On Saturday, April 21st hundred’s 
of Snyder families attended the 
Annual Smallwood Pancake 
Breakfast.  While filling up on 
pancakes that were prepared by 
members of the Smallwood 
faculty, families also  walked the 
halls that were beautifully 
decorated with student art work. 
An Smallwood tradition the PAT 
Pancake Breakfast and Art Show 
was once again a huge success!  
 
Kindergarten Familes Welcomed 
at  Orientation 
We held our Annual Kindergarten Orientation on Thursday, April 12 
for parents of incoming students.  Information about our 
curriculum, along with the importance of developing strong 
relationships and solid partnerships were highlighted.  We are 
excited to welcome over one hundred new Kindergarten students 
into our Smallwood family at the start of the new school year. 
 
April is Autism Awareness Month!  

Smallwood is supporting acceptance and awareness in many ways. 
Twenty-four classrooms signed up for awareness lessons that 
provide understanding of Down Syndrome and Autism and 
methods in which to develop long term friendships with children 
who have Down Syndrome or are on the Autism Spectrum.  Around 
the building there are interactive true and false items to reinforce 
the learning that students have had regarding Autism Spectrum 
Disorder.  The entire staff has committed to wearing Autism shirts 
on Fridays to raise awareness!  
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for spring, and learn about ways 
animals have adapted overtime. We 
would like the thank the PTA for 
funding part of this field trip! 

Music in our schools Month 
Smallwood celebrated Music In Our 
Schools Month during the month of 
March.  This nationwide observance, 
sponsored by the National Association 
for Music Education, has been 
celebrated each March since 1985.  To 
highlight music and its role in our lives, 
students took part in dress up days 
and created a banner where the whole 
school displayed how "Music Connects 
Us".  Music was played before school 
started each morning to set the "tone" 
for the day!   Additionally, students in 
5th grade band and orchestra took 
part in their respective district 
concerts. 

 
Internet Safety reviewed with 
Librarian 
Our Kindergarten, First and Second 
grade students learned about Internet 
Safety under the guidance of Mrs. 
Michelle Unger, our Library Media 
Specialist.  Instruction included the 
following four rules:  1) Tell a trusted 
adult,  2) Don't give out personal 
information to strangers, 3) I will not 
meet face-to-face with anyone from 
the internet, and 4) Use good 

Smallwood Drive School and ASPIRE of WNY Collaboration  
As a new initiative this year we 
established a relationship with 
ASPIRE of WNY.  The goal was 
to develop a deeper 
understanding of how art can 
help us understand each other 
and to improve student ability 
to partner with another team 
towards a collective goal.  All 
third grade students at 

Smallwood Drive School 
participated in this project. 
 
Each class at Smallwood was 
paired with a class at Aspire. 
Students corresponded via letters 
where they learned about each 
other, their schools, and how they 
make art.  In addition, students 
collaborated to create a piece of 
artwork.  Each class pair was 

assigned a canvas and a theme. 
The themes included movement, 
play, fluid art, touch, and rhythm 
and music.  During a six-week 
period, the canvases traveled back 
and forth between Smallwood and 

Aspire.  Students from the two 
schools alternated contributing art 
that was linked to their theme. 
Each canvas was considered 
finished when students at both 
Smallwood and ASPIRE agreed 
that esthetically it was at a 
stopping point. 
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“netiquette” when online.  
All Students received an Internet 
Safety Pledge signed by Mrs. Unger 
and themselves to bring home and 
share with their families.  It is 
comforting that even our youngest 
Smallwood students know how to 
have fun AND stay safe while online.  

Upcoming Events 

5/01 - NYS Math Testing Gr 3, 4, 5 
5/02 - NYS Math Testing Gr 3, 4, 5 
            SDS Color Run, 5:00 p.m. 
            Worldwide Project ACES Day 
5/03 - NYS Math Make-ups 
            P.A.W.S. Day 
5/04 - Community Time, Gr K 
5/07 - 5/08  SDS Author Visit 
5/07 - 5/11  Teacher Appreciation Week 
             Festival 
5/09 - Gr 5 Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m. 
5/11 - Community Time, Gr 4 
5/15 - Budget Vote  
5/17 - Gr 4 Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m. 
5/21 - Gr 5 Field Days @ AHS  
5/22 - Kindergarten Screening 8:00 -  
            1:00 p.m. 
            Gr 4 & 5 Elementary Track Meet 
            @ AHS 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
5/24 - School Spirit Day 
5/25 & 5/28 Memorial Day Holiday 
            No school 
5/30 & 5/31 - NYS Science Performance  
            Test, Gr 4 
5/31 - PTA Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
6/01 - NYS Science Performance  
            Make-ups 
6/04 - NYS Science Written Test, Gr 4 
6/05 & 6/06  - NYS Science Written  
            Mak-ups 
6/07 - P.A.W.S. Day 
            Gr 5 Musical, 7:00 p.m. 
6/14 - Flag Day Parade, 12:30 p.m. 
6/15 - Kindergarten Graduation, 
            11:00 a.m. 
            School SPirit Day 
6/19 - Moving Up Day, 11:30 a.m. 
6/20 - Last Day of School, Early Release 
            10:45 a.m. 
 

Target Staff Celebrates Dr. Seuss Birthday 

 
The Niagara Falls Boulevard Target Staff came in to celebrate Dr. 
Seuss Birthday with our Kindergarten Classes. They shared their 
favorite stories and had fun with our Wacky Wednesday 
celebration. 
 
Staff Recognition 
“PAWSitive Impact Players” 
Congratulations to Jill Loven, 
Special Education teacher and 
winner of the PAWSitive Impact 
Player (P.I.P.) for January.  Mrs. 
Lovern was nominated for her 
supporting the Special Education 
Department with a curriculum 
project.   

The P.I.P award winners for 
February were the entire 
4th grade team. They were 
nominated by Mrs. Quinlin 
for supporting her while 
Mrs. Ferrell  was on 
maternity leave. 
Congratulations to all of 
our winners! 

 
Published by Principal Daniel Lewis and 
Assistant Principal Richard Crozier 

 

5 

 



 

 

 

6 

 


